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* To che Honoured 


OH PRICE, -- 


of Nentor Hal, Bart. | 


T 'is no fall Advptioge to 
the Intereſt of Vertue and Re- 
ligion, when Perſons of Rank 
and Diſtinckion publickly ef = 
n pon their Cauſe, and re. 
FF commend the Practice of them both by - 
their Authority and Example. So fair a 3 
Pattern ſet by Superiors, will always BO 
| baye a great Influence upon the Morals of = 
"thoſe. who live within the Reach of it, 5 1 
: by ngaging and confirming in a vertuous |] 
- Juch' as are well diſpos'd; and 
| _— Viſſolute and Im- 
ppearing ſo * other- 
EA. 


dan 5 of this Kind, as they are 
* n, will naturally en- 
A ©: gage 


* . . 
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iv The DEDICATION. | 


gage the Obſervation of all that are 
about them: and therefore you are not 
to wonder that your Conduct cannot paſs 
unobſerv'd, who both im your publick 
and private Capacity, as a Magiſtrate 
and a Chriſtian, give us an Opportunity 
of ſeeing how well Religion becomes 
the Character of a Gentleman, and what 
a Luſtre it adds to the Advantages of 
Firth and Fortune: And this too, at an 
ge, when others allow themſelves great 
Liberties in their Way of Living, and 
think their Youth a ſufficient Plea to ex- 
cuſe them from practiſing that ſtrict Vertue, 
which Chriſtianity requires of them. 
Among many other Inſtances I could 
name, of your Diſpoſition to 2 
Piety and Devotion (which I forbear to 
mention, becauſe I know it is much more 
agreeable. to your Temper to do what 
is commendable and praiſe-worthy, than 
to hear it ſpoken of) what the Occaſion 
of the following Diſcourſe leads me to 
take dene is the juſt Senſe you have 
of that great and fundamental Article of 
Chriſtianity, the Redemption of Mankind, 
from a State of Sin and Miſery, by the 
Incarnation and Sufferings of the Son of 
Gop. To expreſs Which in a ſho 
Manner, and to engage others. to dg che 
ſame, you judg'd it proper to 88 8 8 1 . 
your Pariſh-Church (after ſame Reares 
Diſcontinuance) that ancient nd laodiilble:;. 
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Cuſtom of celebrating the Nativity of our 
Bleſſed Saviour in the Morning, early; 
that the Unuſualneſs of the Time, the 
 Awfulneſs of the Place, the Solemnity of 
an Anthem added to the Office for the 
Day, and the Gravity and Decency of the 
whole Performance throughout, might be 
a Means of exciting in the Minds of Men, 
Sentiments ſuitable to the Occaſion. 

nd to contribute what I could to- 
EC. furthering ſo good a Deſign, I was, 
at your Requeſt, eaſily prevail'd upon to 
preach this Diſcourſe ; and when I had 
done ſo, I thought I had done all that was 
expected of me, having already anſwer'd, 
as far as I was able, what I propoſed to 
my ſelf in undertaking it: which was no 
more than to joyn with you in promoting 
the good End you were aiming at, and 
to ſhew the Audience then preſent, the 
Reaſonableneſs and Congruity of paying 
a diſtinguiſhing Regard to the Day, where- 
upon we commemorate the greateſt Mercy 
that ever Gop vouchſafed Mankind. 
But the Regard you have for every 
Thing that has the Appearance of a good 
Intention, together with the Friendſhip 
you are pleaſed to profeſs for the Author, 


prevail'd, I doubt, over your better Judg- I 


ment, and betray d you into too favourable 


an Opinion of the Performance: which in- 


duc d you and ſeveral others, to whom I 


u The DEDICATION. 


the publiſhing of it in ſo preſſing a Man- 
ner, that I could not in Decency refuſe it. 


Tho' I am very ſenſible, at the ſame Time, 


how-unfit any Thing of mine is to appear 


in Publick ; eſpecially a Diſcourſe which 
was intended for the Uſe of a private 
Audience only. However, ſuch as it is, 


it is here humbly preſented to you at laſt; 
much later, indeed, than it onght, by 


Reaſon of ſome accidental Hindrances, 


which obſtructed the Publication of it 


ſooner ; and which, I need not mention 
to you, becauſe you know them already. 
I wiſh it may prove, in any Meaſure, uſe- 
ful to thoſe, for whoſe Service it was 


originally intended; or to any of the 


neighbouring Pariſhes, where the ſame 
good old Cuſtom is obſerv'd ; or to any 


other Perſon who gives himſelf the Trou- 
ble to peruſe it. And may the good 


Spirit of Gop inſpire the Hearts of us all, 
with a deep Senſe of the exceeding great 
Love of our Blefſed REDPENIER to us, and 
of the Gratitude due on our Parts to him, 
that loo'd us, and waſh'd us from our Sins 


in his own Blood. So prays, (and herein F 


I am ſure you heartily joyn with) 


STB, 2 
Your moſt obedient 


5 f ä wh, W. 
Humble Servant, 


Thomas Richard. 


L U&8 a 44-146 


"nd the Angel ſaid unto them, Fear not : 
for behold, I bring you good Tidings 
of great Foy, which ſhall be to all Peophe. 
Tur unto you is born this Day, in the City 

_ CHRIST the LORD. 


HE Incarnation of the Son of Gop, 
and the Redemption of Mankind 
accomplifh'd thereby, .is a Scene 

of ſo much Wonder, Love, and 

Mercy, that the very Angels 

. themſelves, thoſe glorious, enligh- 
ten'd Spirits, are faid to deſire to Jook into it, 

1 Pet, i, 12. *Tis that great Myſtery which bas 

been hid from Ages and Generations, Col. i. 26. 

which many Prophets and Kings bave defired to 

ſee, and have nit ſten, Luk. x. 24. which Abra- 
bam, the peculiar Favourite of Heaven, ' and 

Friend of God; James ii. 23. was permitted to ſee 

but afar off, by the Eye of Faith; and he ſaw 
i and was glad, Joh. viii. 56. And when the 
Fulneſs of Time was come, wherein this wonder- 

ful Diſpenſation was to be accompliſh'd, G op 
himſelf, the beſt Judge, as well as the, Author 
of it, eſteem d it a Matter of ſo much Moment - 
and Importance to Mankind, that he thought fit 


* 


do ſend an Angel from Heaven, a PR to 
3 


proclaim the glad Tidings of it to the Warld, of 
£743 348 "uk 
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In the Verſe immediately before the Text, it is 


ſaid, That the Angel of the Lord came upon. the 


Shepherds, and the Glory of the Lord ſhone. round 
about them, and they were ſore afraid. The Un- 
commonneſs of the Appearance, and that glorious 
Luſtre and Brightneſs that accompanied the Pre- 
ſence of the Angel, {truck a ſudden Terror into 


them, and fill'd them with Fear and Amazement. 


Jo remove which, the Angel begins his Meſſage to 
them with this Preface, that they ſhould not fear: 
That he was not come to terrify and amaze them, 
but to bring them Tidings of great Toy; and not to 
them only; but 20 all People, to all Mankind. Fur 
unto you, ſays he, is born this Day --= a SAVIOUR, 
which is CHRIST the LORD. Afﬀter which it 
follows, that here was with the Angel, that deli- 
vered this gracious Meſſage, 2 Multitude of tht 
heavenly Hoſt, praifing GOD, and ſaying, Glory be 
to GOD. in the Higheſt, and on Earth Peace, Good- 
will fomards Vn. 
And, if Patriarchs, Kings and Prep 


pallionately wiſh'd to ſec, and (when they ſaw it) 
were ſo tranſported with Joy, at the diſtant Proſpect 
of a Meſſiah to come; if the All- wiſe G 6 D, who 
judges of Things, not according to their Appearance, 


but their real Worth, thought the Nativity of our 
Bleſſed Lon D, a Matter of much Conſequence 
to the World, that he commanded a Hoſt of Angels 
to. publiſh the firſt News of it; and, if thoſe bleſ- 
ſed Angels, who (as far as_ appears to 39. have 


"no. Intereſt; of their own. in it, nor are otherwiſe 
= SY wp ees 55: t * 128 Chaves For: 2 } in 
concerned in it, than as it tends to the Glory of 


lee : &* 4 ; DES ESP N "oY 
Go p, and the Welfare and Happifieſs of Man- 


eee. rr 
kind, did yet expreſs ſo, much Joy upon the Oc- 


of v „ 7 * # $42 4 8 2e 7 3 # ] 
how .ought we, Who are fo nearly con- 
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caſion ; 


l Ia Ts 
cern'd in it, we for whom this mighty Salvation 


t, and who muſt have periſh'd 


out it, how ought we, upon every Retürfi of this 
= 1 "nn 
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(9) 
bleſſed Day, to admire and adore the infinite 
Goodneſs and Love of Gop towards us, in ſending 
his only Son into the World, as at this Time, to 
take our Nature upon him, and teſtify the inward 
Senſe and Gratitude of our Souls, by ſuch out- 
ward Marks and Expreſſions of it, as are moſt 

ſuitable to the Deſign of our preſent Aſſembling 
our ſelves together; joyning both Heart, and 
Hand, and Voice, in Hymns of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving, to the gracious and merciful Author of 
our Salvation; accordihg to the pious Example 
ſet us by the heavenly Choir of Angels, at the firſt 
Celebration of this holy Feſtival ; when (in Job's 
beautiful Expreſſion) the Morning-Stars ſang to- 
gether, and all the Sons of God ſhouted for Foy, 
Job xxxviii.7. And, that we may be duly ſenſible how 
much Reaſon we have every one of us to be thank- 
ful to Almighty Gov, for the ſignal Mercy of 
this Day, I ſhall endeavour to repreſent to you, 
how truly it anſwers the Character given of it by 
the Angel, as a Matter of great 199 to all People. 
In Order to which, I thall lay before you, 


I. The Greatneſs of the Deliverance wrought 
for us, and the reſt of Mankind, by the In- 
carnation and Birth of our B/eſſed Sxviouk 
Jeſus Chrift. - - | JS 
II. The great Dignity and Condeſcenſion of that 
ſacred Perſon, who vouchſafed to become our 
Saviour, Curisr the Loxp. From hoth 
which Conſiderations I thall, in the 
III. and Laſt Place, Shew what Influence the 
Belief of our Bleſſed Saviouk's Incarnation 
_ . ought to have upon our Lives and Con- 
verſations. e e COE H2 IN 


EHrſt then, I am to ſhew the Greatneſs of the 
Deliverance wio rght for us, and the Reſt of Man- 
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LF 
kind, by the Incarnation and Birth of our 
Bleſſed Saviour. This will beſt appear by taͤ- 
king a View of the miſerable Condition into which 
Sin had reduc'd Mankind, and out of which we 
were reſcu'd by this wonderful Diſpenſation. -. 

God, ſays the Wiſe Man, created Man to be 
Immortal, and made him to be an Image of bis 
own Eternity, Wiſd. ii. 23. So that if he had 
continued in that State of Innocence, wherein he 
was created, he would for ever have continu'd 
in a State of Happineſs and Immortality: (Death. 

being the Wages and Puniſhment of Sin) Never- 
theleſs, through the Envy of the Devil, the great 
Enemy of Mankind, Death enter'd into the 
Morld, ver. 24. He ſeduc'd our firſt Parents to 
Sin ; who being thereby become ſubje& to Death 
and Mortality themſelves, muſt of Neceſſity com- 
municate the ſame to all their Poſterity, naturally 
deſcending from them, as a corrupt Tree neceſ- 
farily brings forth corrupt Fruit,: Or, as a diſſo- 
lute, intemperate Father, naturally entails Miſery 

upon his Children. | 

But alas this is not all: We have not only 

forfeited that Immortality, which was the ori- 
ginal Privilege of our Nature; there is another, 
and that a much a greater Evil entail'd upon us 
by che Diſobedience of our firſt Parents, and 
that is, a total Depravation of all the Faculties 
of our Souls; a Blindneſs in our Underſtanding, 
that we cannot always perceive that which is beſt 
for us; a Perverſeneſs in our Wills, that too 
frequently inclines us to chuſe that which is 
hurtful to us: irregular Appetites, violent and 
unruly Paſſions, which, without the Interpoſition 
of divine Grace, muſt unavoidably hurry us on 
from one Degree of Wickedneſs to another; till, 

after a wretched Life of Sin and Diſobedience 
here, we come at laſt to receive the final Wages 
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of it in that Death, ' which in Scripture is em- 
pPhhatically called the S2cond Death. 
And that this was truly the State of Man- 
_ - 'kind after the Fall; that humane Nature was ex- 
treamly corrupted, and become above Meaſure 
5  finful, we learn from the . melancholy Account 
given of it in Holy Writ, from the earlieſt Times: 
where we have this ſad Character of it, that 
God faw the Wickedneſs of Man, that it was 
great upon the Earth, and that every Imagination 
| of the Thoughts of his Heart was only Evil con- 
 tinually. And it repented the LORD that he had 
made Man upon the Earth, and it grieved him at 
the Heart, 'Gen. vi. 5, 6. Infomuch that the was, 
at laſt, provok*d to ſweep away the whole Kind, 
by one general Pęſtruction; leaving one Family 
only, to be the Origin of a better Race. But, 
humane Nature being corrupted, as was obſerved 
before, in its Original, and poiſen'd as it were in 
the Fountain Head; the Infection diffus'd it ſelf 
throughout the whole Maſs of Mankind: So that 
the New World prov'd no better than the Old: 
And accordingly the general Character given of 1t 
by an inſpir'd Writer, is this: that They were all 
gone out of the Way, they were all together become 
unprofitable, there was none that did Good, no not 
one. — That all had ſinn d, and come ſhort of the 
Glory of God, Rom. iii. 12, — 23. 1 
Thus the whole Race of Mankind was become 
guilty before GOD: And though all Men we:e 
not equally guilty, yet all were more or leſs ſo: 
All, without Exception, were beceme liable to 
Mortality. and Death, as being the ſinful Off- 
ſpring of finful Parents. And what render'd our 
© ConditionitMithe more deplorable, was this; that 
Wie had no Power to recover our ſelves out of it; 
being, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, Dead in Treſ- 
Pa ſſes and Sins, Eph. ii. 1. that is, ſo entirely 
% + - unable 
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1 739 


unable to help our ſelves, as he that is naturally 


Dead, is to move, or to raiſe himſelf up to Life. 


We were both judicially dead, that is, under the 


Sentence of Death by the Law of Go p; and alſo 
ſpiritually dead, fo intirely under the Power and 
Dominion of Sin, that we could not poſſibly, by 
our own Strength, reſcue our ſelves from the Sla- 
very and Tyranny of it. 'The plain Conſequence 
of which is, that we mult inevitably have pe- 
riſhed in our Sins, if we had been left to our 
ſelves. . | | 
This was the real Truth of our Condition: and 


that it was a very wretched one, muſt be own'd 


by every one who conſiders how ineſtimable a 
Loſs it is to forfeit the Favour of our Maker, in 
whoſe Favour alone our true Happineſs conſiſts ; 
and how dreadful a Thing it is to lie under 
his Diſpleaſure, who can, and (without due Re- 
conciliation) will, make us for ever miſerable. 
It was likewiſe a Matter of exceeding great 
Difficulty, to find a Way to eſcape out of it. 
For, in this Caſe, there ſeems to have been a 
Neceſſity of one or other of theſe three Things: 
Either, that GOD Almighty ſhould have iſſued 
out a general Pardon to al! Mankind, without 


any Satisfaction made to his Juſtice and Holi- 


neſs, for the Violation of his Laws: Or, that 
all Mankind ſhould ſuffer in their own Per- 
ſons: Or, that - ſome particular Perſon ſhould 


be admitted as our Subſtitute, to ſuffer in our 


Stead. | 8 | | 
As to the firſt, That GopD ſhould iſſue out 


a free and general Pardon for Sin, without any - 
Satisfaction at all; this ſeems not conſiſtent 
with his Holineſs and Juſtice, and his Relation 


to us as a wiſe Governour. As he is a Being 


of infinite Purity and Holineſs, he cannot but 
bear an irreconcilable Hatred againſt Sin: As he 


oP 


is a Being of infinite Juſtice, arm'd with infinite 
Power, he cannot ſuffer it to go unpuniſh'd : 9 
And as he is the ſupream Governour of the World, 
he muſt vindicate the Honour of his Laws, by 
inflicting exemplary Puniſhment upon all wilfal 
„„ „„ 3 
Again, if all Offenders in this Caſe had ſuf- 
fered in their own Perſons, then all Mankind 
muſt. unavoidably have periſh'd : All having 
ſinn'd, and fallen ſhort of the Glory of Go p, 
as was obſerv'd before. And then, how miſera- 
ble muſt have been the Condition of us all, had 
we been given up to endleſs Ruine and Deſtru- 
ction, which muſt neceſſarily have been our Por- 
tion, had Go p (as he juſtly might) requir d ĩt 
at our Hands. For, as our Souls are naturally 
immortal, and as Puniſhment in another State 
is ſtrictly due to Guilt unremitted in this; all 
Men, upon their Departure hence in a State of 
Sin and Impenitence, muſt have paſſed into a 
State of Puniſhment, and continued in it for 
_ ever. | ES = | 
| The only Expedient then, to ſave us from 
endleſs Miſery, ſeems to have been that, of ad. 
mitting a Subſtitute to ſuffer in our Stead, and 
to make Satisfaction to the Juſtice of Go Dd for 
us. But where was ſuch a one to be found, 
that was both willing and able to pay down the 
Price of our Redemption? No meer Creature 
"whatſoever, though never ſo willing, was capable 
of doing this ; becauſe no meer Creature can do 
more than what is ſtrictly due to his Maker 
from him: When he has done all he can, he 
has done but his Duty; and therefore cannot poſ- 
ſibly merit for another, much leſs for à World of 
Sinners. So that if it had been left to our ſelves 
to find out a fit Perſon to be our Redeemer, 
we muſt have been entirely at a Loſs; there 
of Cn Get IIs | "els 
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being no ſuch to be found among the Sons of 
Men; nor, indeed, within the whole Compaſs of 
JJ . MUS 
But our good and gracious Gop, when we 
were in this deplorable Condition, and utterly 
unable to help our ſelves, in great Pity and Com- 
er to us, did, out of the abundant Trea- 
| es of his Wiſdom and Mercy, find out an 
efe&nal Way to deliver us, by ſending into the 
World a Perſon every Way qualified to be ur 
Savrous. One, who, by taking our Nature 
upon him, might be a proper Repreſentative for 
Mankind, and capable of diſcharging the Debt, 
cTontracted in our Nature: One, who, by the 
perfect Obedience of his Life, might throughly 
fulfil che whole Law of Go p; and by the me- 
Titorious Sufferings of his Death, might make a 
full, perfect, and ſufficient Satisfaction and Atone- 
ment for the Sins of the whole World; and who, 
by reſcuing our Bodies from the Bondage of Cor- 
ruption, and our Souls not only from the Guilt and 
Puniſhment of our Sins paſt, but from the Power 
alſo, and Dominion of them for the Time to 
come, might reſtore us to that State of Hap- 
* and Immortality from which we were 
fallen. | | 5 
And all this our Bleffed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
has effectually done for us. By his own Refur- 
rection from the Dead, he has = us a {ure 
and certain Pledge of a glorious Reſurrection to 
Life immortal. So that though theſe frail, pe- 
"riſhing Bodies of ours, deray at preſent, and die, 
and moulder into Duft ; they thall not always lie 
under the Power of Death and the Grave: But 
"the. Time will come, when the ſame Almighty _ 
Power which rais'd him up from the Dead, will 
*quicken our mortal Bodies alſo, and raiſe them 
up to a New and more Glorious Life, never > 
35 3 ao 1e 


* 3 "Da, 7 K A 13 * 4 ; - — * * * . 1 „ FP * 9 3 * n 4 
* N 5 c . 5 PPP n £ 
i, o EY * „ FW S <5 ©+ "12 LA 
* * S er 3 ws a 4 - 7 - TEE 1 2 E * 
. ak p ya: — . „ OE IORRER - 
3 = . s — . | —_— 
x * 4 LEA < > ; E — 4 — A 
> j " * * * " » » 3" o pl 
- : % : 7 
8 oy . * * £ .<Y 8 
. F * 
. - 
ON £ ” 
— 
. 
nn 
- 


.... commemorate at this Time, our Bleſſed 8 a- 
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die more. For, as the Apoſtle aſſures us, this 
_  Carruptible Body of ours muſt put on Incorrup- 
tion, and this Mortal muſt. put on Immortality. 
Aud when. this Corruptible ſhall put on Incornup- 
tion, and this Mortal put on. hnmortality ; then 
Hall be brought to paſs the Saying that is written, 
Death is ſwallowed up in Viffory; is entirely 
vanquiſfi'd for ever, ſo as to have no Power over 
aur Bodies to hurt them any more. How much 
Reaſon then have we to take up the following Words 
of the Apoſtle, and ſay with all Triumph and 
Exultation of Heart, Thanks be to GOD, who 
giveth us the Victory over Sin and Death, 
through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. xv. 53, 
Jill 5 . | | | = 
„ Rat alſo merited for us, nat only the Par- 
don and Forgiveneſs of our Sins paſt, upon the 
eaſy Terms of Repentance and Amendment of 
Life, but alſo the gracious Aſſiſtance of Gon's 
Holy Spirit, to enable us to reſiſt the Tops: 
tions of them for the future, that they ſhould no 
longer reign in our mortal Bodies: to enlighten 
our Underſtanding, that we may know what chat 
good, and acceptable, and perfect Will of Gap 
is, and to direct and incline our Hearts to fol- 
low it: to regulate our Appetites and Paſſions ; 
and, in a Word, to renew and ſanctiſie our'cor- 
rupt Nature, and to enable us to perform all the 
Parts of our Duty in an acceptable Manner. 
And, laſtly, to compleat our Deliverance, he 
hath, by the All-ſufficient Merits of his Death 
and Paſſion, purchas'd for us the Bleſſed Hope 
olf everlaſting Happineſs in the World to come. 
All which great and ineſtimable Bleſſings, are the 
happy Effects of that comprehenfive Mercy we 


io G 's ee, 1a the Fleſh. And what fall 
adds a greater Value to them (if any Thing can 


WA 


ny 


6 
do fo) as great and invaluable as theſe Bleſſings 
are, they are all of them graciouſly offer'd every 
one of us without Exception; and none is ex- 
cluded the Benefit of them, but he that wilfully 
excludes himſelf, by refuſing to comply with thoſe 
reaſonable and gracious Terms, upon which 
they are offer d. From what has been ſaid, it 
appears how much Reaſon the Angel had to 
call the News of our Bleſſed Sa viOoUR's Nati- 
vity, Tidings of great Foy to all People. ] proceed 
now 1n the | | 


II. Place, To conſider the great Dignity and 
Condeſcenſion of that ſacred Perſon, who vouch- 
ſafed to become our Saviour, call'd in the Text 
by the diſtinguiſhing Title of, Cukisr the Loxp. 
Unto you is born this Day a SAVIOUR, which 
is CHRIST the LORD. The Deſign of his 
Coming into the World, to be the Saviour of 
it, is imply'd in the Name IESVUs, as appears 
by the Reaſon aſſign'd by the Angel for giving 
him that Name before he was conceiv'd in the 
Womb, Thou ſhalt call his Name FESUS, ſays 
he, for he ſhall SAVE his People from their 
Sins, Matth. i. 21. The Name CuyrisrT ſignifies 
as much as Anointed, as does the Name Mzs- 
SIAH, alſo: Both which are, in Scripture, fre- 
quently applied to our Bleſſed Saviour, For 
our better Underſtanding of which, it is to be 
obſerv'd, that among the Jes, (from whom our 
SAVIOUR: as Man was deſcended) three Sorts 
of Perſons were uſually" conſecrated, or ſet apart 
for their reſpective Offices, by the Ceremony of 
being anointed with Oyl ; and thoſe were Kings, 
Prieſts, and Prophets. | Ee | : 

Now our Bleſſed S1viour, both by the Nature 
of his Undertaking, and according to the Pro- 
Phecies concerning him, was to unite theſe three 

„ ; Offices 
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Offices in his own Perſon. As he was to make 


an Atonement for the Sins of the World by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf, it was neceſſary he ſhould be 
a Prieſt, it being the proper Office of a Prieſt to 
offer Sacrifice for Sin. As he was to make the 
laſt, the fulleſt, and cleareſt Revelation of the 


Will of God to Mankind, it was neceſſary he 
ſhould be a Prophet; it being the peculiar Buſi- 


neſs of a Prophet to make known the Will of 


 Gop to Men. And as he was to conquer and 


triumph over Sin and Death, and to beſtow Eter- 


nal Life upon his true and faithful Servants ; this 


requir'd an abſolute, unlimited Power: and there- 


fore he. was to be a King, though his Kingdom 


was not of this World. And it is upon the Ac- 
count of his being conſecrated to thele three high 
Offices, (not by an external Unction with mate- 


rial Oyl, but by the inward Operation of the 
Holy Spirit eſſentially reſiding within him) that 


he is called Curisr, or the: Anointed. 
The other Title, by which he is called in the 


Text, and many other Places of Scripture, is, the 
LORD: which is peculiarty applicable to him 


on a twofold Account ; as he is the Creator of all 
Things in 1 ; and as he is the Redeemer 
of Mankind in particular. He is Lord of all 


the World by 54 7 of Creation, foraſmuch as A 


Things were made by him; and without him was 
not any Thing made that was made, John i. 3. or 
as it is expreſs'd more particularly, Col. i. 16, 17. 
By him were all Things made that are in Heaven, 


and that are in Earth, Vifible and Inviſible ; ue 
_ ther they be Thrones, or Dominions, or Principali- 


ties, or Powers : all Things were created by him, 
and for him, --- and by him all Things eonfift, or 


are preſerved in Being. And thus he is LoD 
by an abſolute, independant Right, as he is GOD 
the Maker and Preſerver of all Things. 
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He is likewiſe Lonp, and particularly our 
Lo Rp, by Right of Redemption; as he has re- 
deem'd us with a Price, even that of his moſt 
precious Blood. And this is a Dignity that was 
conferr'd upon him, in his humane Nature, as a 
'Reward of his Humiliation, and the Sufferings 
he underwent in that Nature. Becauſe He hum- 
bled himſelf, and became obedient to Death, even 
tbe Death of the Croſs ; therefore GOD alſo hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a Name which 
is above every Name: That at the Name of 
ESUS every Knee ſhould bow, of Things in 
eaven, and Things in Earth, and Things under 
the Earth: and that every Tongue ſhould confeſs 
that FESUS CHRIST is LORD, to the Glory of 
GOD the Father, Philip. 11. 8, 9, 10, 11. | 
From what has been ſaid, it appears, That in 
the Perſon of our Bleſſed Saviouk there are 
united two very different Natures ; the Divine, 
and the Humane. Upon which Account he is 
in Scripture ſometimes called the Sn of COD; 
and ſometimes the Son of Man. And he is, in- 
deed, both One and the Other, in the ſtricteſt, 
and moſt proper Significations of the Words ; 
being, as to his Divinity, the Eternal Son of the 
moſt High Gov; the ſecond Perſon in the 
ever-bleſſed, and glorious Trinity; of the ſame 
Divine Nature with the Father. For which Rea- 
ſon, he is emphatically called his Beloved Son, 
Marth. iii. 17. his Own Son, Rom. viii. 32. his 
Only. begotten Son, John 11. 16. All which Ex- 
preſſions import, that he is the Son of Go p in 
ſuch a Senſe, as no other Perſon whatſoever is: 
even ſo, as to partake of the ſame Divine Ef- 
ſence with him: as, in humane Generations, Chil- 
dren partake of the ſame humane Nature with 


their Parents. And becauſe he is thus truly Go 4 


of Gop, he is therefore ſtyled in other » 
EI: 4 i — by # : 
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True GOD, 1 John v. 20. the Great GOD, Tit. 
ii. 13. GOD over a Malen for ever, Rom. 5 
S 
This divine Ss wham Stripture repreſents 
under ſuch great and glorious Characters, did, 
notwithſtanding, for our Sake, and for our Salva- 
tion, vouchſafe to take upon him our frail, mortal 
Nature, with all the Weakneſs and Infirmities of 
it, Sin only excepted. The Natute of the gra- 
cious Deſign he was pleaſed to undertake for us, 
requir d — he ſhould be both GO p and Man. 
Had he been G0 D only, he could not have fuf- 
fer d and dy'd for us; the divine Nature being 
both impaſſable and immortal. Had he been Man 
only, he could not have ſatisfy'd for us; not only 
becauſe the Sufferings of no one Man (how good 
and vertuous ſoever) could be an Equivalent for 
the Suffering of all Mankind, which in this Caſe 
was ſtrictly due; but alſo, becauſe there never 
was any meer Man without Sin: whereas our 
Subſtitute, before he could be qualify'd to make 
an Atonement for us, muſt have been entirely free 
from Sin himſelf; according to that of the Apo- 
ſtle, ſuch an High-Prieft betame us Sinners, who 
is Holy, Harmleſs, Undefiled, ſeparate from Sin- 
ners, Heb. vii. 26. And ſuch our Bleſſed Saviour 
was, ig all Reſpe&s ; and he alone: being both. 
 Gop and Man in one Perſon: and as ſuch, every 
Way. fitted to make his Soul an Offering for Sin, 
-— and to make Interceſſion for the 'Tranſgref- 
ſors. As Man, to die; and as GoD, to add an 
inſinite Value to his Sufferings. | 
But what an amazing Act of Mercy and Con- 
deſcenſion was it, that the Son of the moſt High 
Go ſhould, for our Sake, vouchſafe to become 
Man, and cloath himſelf with the Meanneſs of our | 
_ Mortality? That he, who is the Brightneſs of." 0 
His Hubers clan, 01 the expreſs —_ 25 55 3 
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Perſon, Heb. i. 3. ſhould for a while diveſt him- 
ſelf of his Majeſty, and conceal the Splendour of 
his Divinity, under a Veil of Fleſn? There is 


ſuch an infinite Diſtance between G o and the 


moſt exalted, of all his Creatures, that He hum- 
bleth himſelf, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, to behold the 


Things that are in Heaven, Pſal. cxiii. 6. What is 
Man then, that he ſhould be mindful of him; or 
the Son of Man, that be ſhould viſit him in ſo 
wonderful a Manner? Pſal. viii. 4. That he, who 
was Heir of all Things, Heb. i. 2. and Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, Ads xvil. 24. ſhould be con- 
tent to make his firſt Appearance in our Nature, 
in ſo mean and humble a Condition, as to be 


born in a Stable; and continue all his Life-time 


after, ſo very deſtitute of the common Convenien- 
cies of Life, that He had not where to lay his 
Head, Matt. viii. 20. That he, who is re Prince 
of Life, Acts iii. 15. and Lord of Glory, 1 Cor. 
11. 8. ſhould ſubmit to be deſpiſed and rejected of 
Men, to become a Man of Sorrows, and acquaint- 
ed with Grief, Iſa. liii. 3. and at laſt humble 
himſelf ſo far as to become obedient to Death, even 
the painful ignominious Death of. the Croſs, Phil. 
H. 8. And all this to fave loſt Mankind, and us 
among the reſt, from utter Ruine and Perdition; 
and to put ns into a Capacity of being eter- 
nally happy, if we are not wanting to our ſelves: 
This is fo gracious and merciful a Deſign in it 
ſelf, and the Means of accompliſhing it ſo ex- 


ceeding full of Goodneſs and Condeſcenſion, that 


our fondeſt Hopes could hardly ever have ima- 
gin'd it, - had not he himſelf been .pleaſed to 
reveal it to us. And therefore the Conſidera- ' 


tion of it ought always to be deeply imprinted 


upon our Hearts, and excite in us Sentiments of 


the higheſt: Love and Gratitude to him, who did 
and ſuffer d ſo much, to purchaſe. for us ſuch great 


THY and 
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And ielkimable Advantages: And this bring OY 
to what” r propos d in the N 


III. ak Laſt Place; ick was to bs what 


Ines the Belief of our Bleſſed Saviouk? 8. 
Incarnation ought to have upon our Lives and 


Converſations. . 
And Firſt, Let us learn to admire and adore 
the infinite Love of Go D, manifeſted to us in this 
wonderful Diſpenſation. It was a great Argu- 
ment of the 2 and Goodneſs of Co op, that he 
was willing, upon any Terms whatſoever, to ad- 
mit us into a State of Favour and Reconciliation 
with him, after we had ſo wilfully rebelled againſt 


him. He might juſtly have fuffer d fallen Man to 


perith in his Diſobedience, as well as the fallen 


Angels: But he was graciouſly pleas'd to have 


Pity upon, and fave'us, when he ſuffer'd them to 
fink into utter Ruin and Perdition. A diſtin- 
ouiſhing Mark of his Grace and Favour to us, 
which ought never to be forgotten! But, that he 
who was the Party offended, and fo infinitely high 
above us, ſhould condeſcend to intereſt himſelf in 
our Welfare ſo far, as to think of any Means for 
our Recovery, and ſend his only Son into the 
World for this very Purpoſe, to be a Sacrifice and 
a Propitiation for us; and that the Son ſhould 
Vouckfaſe to take our Nature upon him, and under- 

o the Puniſhment due to our Sins: This is ſach 
an amazing Inſtance of divine Goodneſs, as we 
can never be ſufficiently thankful for. To be de- 
liver'd from everlaſting Miſery is, it ſelf, an un- 


ſpeakable Mercy; infinitcly greater than any 


temporal Deliverance whatſoever can Again, 
to have à ſure and certain Title to everlaſting 
Happi ineſs ptirchas'd for us, (fo that we may, 191 
in due Time ſhall, be put into the actual el 
1 lion of it, if it be not our own Fault) is another 
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02 by 
ineſtimable Benefit; and to have both theſe pro- 
cur'd for us by the Humiliation and Sufferings of 
the Son of Go p; this is ſo ſtrong a Tie, fo 
powerful an Obligation upon us to. loye and ho- 
nour him, that we can, in Juſtice. and Gratitude, 
do no lefs than devote our ſelves to his Worthip 
and Service, who dy'd to fave us. 

Secondly, T The Conſideration of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's Coming in the Fleſh, ought to teach us 
Humility and Condeſcenſion, and an extenſive 
Love and Charity to all Mankind. For if the 
Son of God, — — is high, infinitely high above 
all created Beings, did notwithſtanding for our 
Sake, become one of the loweſt, and (in Appear- 
ance) the meaneſt of the Sons of Men; how can 
we think it beneath us, to ſtoop to the loweſt 
Offices of Love and Charity one to another ? 
What are the little Diſtinctions of High and Low, 
Rich and Poor, ta the infinite Diſtance een 
Go and Man? And ſhall we poorly inſiſt 


upon the one, when we know the Son o Gov 


was graciouſly pleas d to overlook the other, to 
do us Good? And what can be more reaſonable 
in it ſelf, as well as more agreeable to the divine 


Pattern he has ſet us, than that all of us, who par- 


take of the fame Nature, and are Fetlow-Heirs of 


te ſame common Salvation, ſhould mutually en- 


deavour to promote the Good and Happineſs of 
each other? It is the beſt Evidence we can give, 
of our being Chriſtians indeed; and the ſureſt 
Demonſtration of the Truth and Sincerity of our 


Love to our common Lord and Maſter. Hereby 
Jhalt all Men know that we are his Diſciples, John 


xiii. 77. As therefore He is tbe 3 2 
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| it ; becauſe it leads thein into a falſe ill-grounded 


what ke has ſuffer d for us, learn not to prefume, 4 


the Deſign of his Coming, and of fatal Conſe- 


Peace, Peace, when there is indeed no Peace; for 
these is no more Peace to the Wicked now under 
the Goſpel, tha. 
Law. A TI ough 
and wort. 


of Brotherly Love and Kindneſs one to another; 
and above all, let us be merciful and tender- 


hearted to our poor Brethren, thoſe lively Repre- 
ſentatives of his humble Condition here on Earth, 
who, though he was rich, did yet for our Sake 
Become Poor ; and upon all Occaſions extend our 


Charity to them for his Sake, who ſhew'd us fo 


much Mercy in our Diftreſs. 

Thirdly, and Laſtly, The Confideration of this 
importyat Article thould be an everlaſting Caution 
to us againſt all Manner of Sin, It was 1 that 
orcaſion d the Incarnation, and all the e gee 
Sufferings of the Son of Go p. So malignant is 
the Nature, and fo deep the Stain of it, that no- 1 
thing but the Blood of that ſacred Perſon could | 
waſh it out: Nothing lefs than his Death expiate | 
the Guilt of it. And if Go p puniſn'd it fo ſe- | 
verely in a Perſon fo dear to him, as his own Son, 4 
when he was pleas'd to become our Surety ; we 
may aſſure our ſelves he will not fpare us, if we 
willully perſiſt in our Sins. Let us therefore, by + 


but to fear; not to encourage our felves to go | 
vicious, immoral Practices, as if we ima- "i 
gin'd, that becauſe he came into the World to be | 
our Savio. therefore we may now ſin on with 
Impunity; No, this is a very wrong Notion of 


quence to ſuch as ſuffer themſelves to be miſled by 
Seci icy, and teaches them to ſay; to themſelvees 4 


an there was formerly under te 
9 is 4 frus and faithful Saying, 2 
of aff Acceptation, that CHRIS _ 08 
7 it Ze Horia to ſave m__ * 
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will be ſo far from being better d by his Coming 


Example is come into the World, and that, not- 
withſtanding, they ſtill love Darkneſs rather than 
Light; and at his ſecond Coming to judge the. 

World, their Puniſhment will be proportional 3 
heavier for perverting the Deſign of of his fit 
Coming into an Occaſion of Sin, and continuing. 

ſtill wicked and impenitent, after all that he has 

: Tem and ſuffered, to reform and ſave chem. 4+. 


Gd: the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcrib'd, 
due, all Honour and N both; noy W aud er 


the wilful, the obſtinate, and incorrigible, but Y 5 
penitent and returning Sinners only, that ſhall be 
fay d by him. And though He is the Author of 
Eternal Salvation, Heb. v. 9. he is ſo to thoſe, 
and to thoſe only, who obey him. As for thoſe, 
who will not, and prefer the Service of their own 
ſinful tions before him, their Condition 


in the Fleſh, that it will certainly be much the 
worſe for it: it being no ſmall Aggravation of 
their Guilt, that Light, the great and glorious 
Light of our Bleſſed Saviouk's Doctrine and 
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o Father, God. the, Son 8 


Amen. 


